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What is an opinion paper?
As we read a book, we evaluate or judge it many times. We each evaluate a book through our interests and personal experience of it.  Giving your opinions of a book means 
  • determining what you thought of the book
  • describing how you liked and/or disliked the book
  • detailing what aspects of the book were well written, difficult to understand, challenging, etc. 

 All opinions must be supported with examples from the book.

An opinion paper is NOT a summary, although a very short, one paragraph summary can help set the stage for the reader by giving the “bones” of a story.  The rule of thumb would be 5% summary, 95% opinion.  

How do I begin and what should I say?
In order to write an appealing opinion paper, you must begin by using good reading strategies.  Take notes or jot down your thoughts.  If you think of a question or feel as if you disagree with a statement, write that down in your notes.  While reading your book, think about some of the questions or pointers listed below.  When you begin to write your paper, you can readily look at your reactions and write your paper about them. In the long run, this will save you time.

This is not meant to be an exhaustive list of questions to consider for your reaction paper.  Also, not all questions will/could apply to your particular book.
1. How do you feel about what you are reading? Explain why with examples from the book.
2. What do you agree or disagree with?  Why?
3. Can you identify with a situation you read about?
4. Have you had a similar experience?
5. Have you read or heard anything that applies to what the writer said in the book?
6. Discuss something in the book that struck you as particularly interesting or exciting or significant.  Explain why it was so interesting, exciting, or significant.
7. Relate the content of the paper to a personal experience in some way.  Does it help explain something that happened to you that could not be explained before?  How?  Have you had an experience that illustrates something the author is writing about?  Describe the experience and how it illustrates the concepts in the book.
8. Discuss why a particular situation/concept is hard to understand.  Think about what makes it so difficult for you and explain.
9. What makes this book different from others?
10. Was the author trying to prove/disprove something?  Was he/she successful?  Why/Why not?
11. What impact did the book have on you?  Include examples.
12. Suggestions for improvement?  Suggestions for alterations?  Why would you make them?
13. Did your opinion change during the course of reading your book?
14. Did anything surprise you?  If so, what?  Why?
15. Are the author’s ideas clear?  Why/why not?  Give examples.
16. Tell what others could gain from reading your book.
17. Is the writing effective, powerful, beautiful?  Explain.
18. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the book?
19. Do you agree or disagree with the author’s arguments and conclusions?
20. If poetry, discuss style, language, and theme.
21. What are your criteria for judging a good book?  Using your criteria, how would you evaluate this book?  Give examples from the book to explain.
22. Did you like or dislike this story? Explain your answer.
23. Consider how this story can help you in your own life.
24. The following statements could be used in an opinion paper.
I think that…			In addition . . .		Finally…
I see that…			For example…		Because…
I feel that…			Moreover…		Consequently…
It seems that…		However…		In my opinion…		

How do I develop my paper?
Develop your ideas by adding examples and details. Use direct quotes and cite page numbers to support your opinions. Refer to the patterns of organization discussed in Chapter 4 as you prepare your paragraphs.  Organizing your paragraphs and using transitions will help your paper present your opinions clearly.

Why do I need to use quotations?
You will need to use multiple quotations from your book presented as evidence to support each of your opinions. Pick something significant.  Next to the quote, be sure to cite it by providing the page number where it can be found.  Example: “In speech or writing, allusions function as a kind of verbal shorthand.”
(p. 89)

Editing Checklist
Following is a check off list that you should refer to as you write your paper and also before turning it in.  _____ Formatting 
                     • Cover Sheet (include Book title, author, publisher, copyright date, your name, and due 
                               date.) Creativity is a factor in grading.
                                    • Double-spaced
                                    • Font size 12
                                    • Helvetica or Arial font
                                    • 1 inch margins top, bottom and sides

_____ 	Introduction which includes a thesis statement, attention grabber, preview of main points.  
              See the Introduction/Conclusion bookmark in the Wisconsin Author tab.

_____	Body Paragraphs Two to three pages written in paragraph form, not bulleted or numbered.  These 	must support your thesis statement.) Develop paragraphs with attention to the patterns of 	organization in Chapter 4 and use transitions to connect your paragraphs.

_____ 	Quotation(s) – used as evidence to support claims, cited and discussed as to its relevance 
	Note: The length of quotations do not count toward the 2-3 page requirement.  Your own words 
	must constitute the 2-3 pages.

_____    Academic Writing 
           • Watch your word choice
           • Avoid contractions (can’t, won’t, shouldn’t, etc.)
           • Avoid slang and e-mail jargon (gotta, shoulda, LOL,, etc.)
           • Reduce the use of personal pronouns (I, me, my). Your name is on the 
             cover sheet, so this distinguishes you as the author.  You do not need to 
             avoid all of these pronouns, but overuse is not good.

_____ 	Conclusion This should be a restatement of what you said in your paper.  Do not include any new 	information here. See the Introduction/Conclusion bookmark in the Wisconsin Author tab.

        _____ 	In your own words.  This is a paper that is your opinion about the book you read.  Using the 
                     opinion of anyone else is not acceptable for this paper. If I find that you have taken the words of 
                     others and copied them directly from the Internet or some other source and presented it 
              as your own work, you will fail the assignment and face removal from class.

_____	Use the Writing Center, at least once, so you have the opportunity for another set of eyes to view your college-level paper.  

_____    Edit and proof your work.  Read it aloud so you can hear your own errors.  Also, read it backward to find spelling errors.  When you think your paper is done, take it to the Writing Center for a final edit if you like.
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